The history of the Contest

The idea of the Open International Cartoon Contest was generated in the International Press and Book Club (IPBC) in Zielona Góra at the end of 1985  while creating the False Mirror Gallery. The idea came into the minds of the following people:  Alicja Ratajczak- the  head of the exhibition hall, Ryszard Błażyński- the head of the Club and Mirek Hajnos-a cartoonist.

The aim of the Gallery was to show the works of the best Polish (and not only) cartoonists to the inhabitants of Zielona Góra and the surrounding area. The originators of the Gallery also wanted to see a smile on the faces of people who visited the exhibition hall of IPBC.

Apart from organizing exhibitions, the Gallery was also involved in publishing satirical drawing books.
In the publishing house the following authors had their books published: Julian Bohdanowicz, Henryk Cebula, Antoni Chodorowski, Leszek Hermanowicz, Daniel Januchowski, Zbigniew Jujka, Marian Matocha, Mirosław Nowak, Mirosław Hajnos, Zygmunt Pytlik, Tomasz Rzeszutek, Eugeniusz Rzeżucha, Marek Polański, Szczepan Sadurski, Andrzej Stok, Grzegorz Szumowski, Janusz Wołoszyn, Kazimierz Wysocki and Zbigniew Ziomecki. 

The first edition of the Open International Cartoon Contest, whose subject was 'The press', took place in 1986.
It attracted the entire Polish satirical leadership. Henryk Cebula, Krzysztof Konopelski and Andrzej Pijet turned out to be the best ones. Prizes were also awarded to Eryk Lipiński, Antoni Chodorowski, Marek Sułek, Julian Bohdanowicz, marek Michalski, Zbigniew Ziomecki and many others.

The year 1987 brought the subject ' Book'. This time, Polish cartoonists competed with a strong group of European satirists. The winners were: Jerzy Flisak, Eugeniusz Rzeżucha, Zbigniew Jujka and Krzysztof Grządziel. The other prizes were awarded to the following cartoonists: Zygmunt Pytlik, Igor Smirnow (Russia), Tomasz Rzeszutek, Janusz Wołoszyn, Irenusz Parzyszek, Henryk Sawka, Pavel Hlavaty (The Chech Republic), Marek Sułek. Marek Rona and Victor Czura.
In 1988 almost 1100 works were delivered to that year's subject: 'The Art'. The main prizes went to Zygmunt Pytlik, Tomasz Rzeszutek, Radu Popovici (Romania) and Piotr Kulinicz (Russia). The other prizes were awarded to  : Zbigniew Ziomecki, Tomasz Bohdziewicz, Henryk Cebula, Andrzej Podulka, Rumen Dragostinov (Bulgaria), Adam Kurłowicz, Zygmunt Pytlik, Szczepan Sadurski, Witold Mysyrowicz, Andrzej Stok, Leszek Żebrowski, Andrzej Will, Janusz Wołoszyn, Piotr Drzewiecki, Jurij Kosobukin (Ukraine), Kazimierz Wysocki and Zbigniew Jujka. 

In the year 1989, 327 cartoonist from 24 countries played in the subject 'Music' by sending 1168 drawings to the Contest. The winners of that edition were: Eugeniusz Grigorijew (Russia) Michaił Zlatkowski, Witold Mysyrowicz and Grzegorz Szumowski. The other prizes were given to: Antoni Chodorowski, Adam Kurłowicz, Władimir Semerenko (Russia), Janusz Wołoszyn, Henryk Cebula, Zbigniew Cieniuch, Marian Matocha, Igor Smirnow (Russia), Elżbieta Krygowską-Butlewska, Zbigniew Broński, Sergio Cavalleri (Italy), Eugeniusz Rzeżucha, Leonid Nasirow and Sergiej Mosienko (Russia), Boris Bogdanoff and Anatolij Stankulow (Bulgaria), Jerzy Flisak ,Ireneusz Parzyszki and many others.

Following staff changes in IPBC (after the leave of the main originators of the Contest) there followed  just one edition of the Contest. 

In 1990 the subject of the Contest was 'The TV'.

The Grand Prix was awarded to Marian Matocha and the other statutory prizes went to Marek Michalski, Natalia and Oleg Łukanienko (from Russia) and Antoni Chodorowski. 

The other prizes were taken by the following cartoonists: Aries Herrera from Colombia, Igor Warczenko, Giennadij Żywucki, Leonid Storożuk, Wiktor Zujew , Eugeniusz D. Grigoriew all of them from Russia, Alwydas Ambrasas from Lithuania, Radowan Bogdanowicz from the Czech Republic, Mihai Ignat from Romania and Jerzy Lipiec from Poland.

After 14 years (in 2004) the main originator of the Contest Ryszard Błażyński reactivate the Contest in Kożuchów- where Ryszard Błażyński is the head of Kożuchowski Ośrodek Kultury i Sportu „ZAMEK” (Kożuchów's Centre of Culture and Sport „CASTLE”)

The Contest runs with full force and the organizers achieve a great success.

This edition's subject is..... certainly :”The Castle”.

The Contest attracted 304 cartoonists from 37 countries who delivered 635 works. The main prizes were awarded to foreign cartoonists. The Grand Prix was given to Yuri Kosobukin from Ukraine, the 1st Prize went to a Chinese cartoonist Xu Cai Xiao, the 2nd prize went to an Italian cartoonist Alessandro Gatto and the 3rd prize went to a Syryan Caferii from Azerbaijan. Special prizes were awarded to the following cartoonists: Marek Michalski, Grzegorz Szumowski, Tomasz Jura and Sławomir Łuczyński (all of them from Poland), Jiri Sliva from the Czech Republic, Vladimir Kazanevski from Ukraine, Rumen Dragostinov from Bulgaria and Ross Thomson from the United Kingdom. 
The prizes by the Castellan of Kożuchów’s Castle were awarded to Stanisław Aszmarin from Russia Huseyin Cakmak from Cyprus, Omer Cam from Turkey, Paulo Dalponte from Italy, Stefan Despodov from Bulgaria, Mihai Ignat from Romania, Witold Mysyrowicz from Poland, Yuri Ochakovsky from Israel, Jamal Rahmati from Iran oraz Luc Vernimmen from Belgium.

The following edition that took place in 2005 was organised under the patronage of the Polish Minister of Culture and co-organised with Stowarzyszenie Radia Publicznego w Polsce (The Association of Public Radio in Poland). In connection with the 80the anniversary of public radio foundation in Poland the subject of the Contest was 'The radio'.
369 cartoonists from 49 countries take part in this editon of the Contest by sending 749 works. The Grand Prix goes to Bretislav Kovarik from the Czech Republic. The first prize is awarded to Alessandro Gatto from Italy, the 2nd prize goes to Zygmunt Zaradkiewich from Poland and the 3rd prize is taken by Tony Houbrechts from Belgium. The special prizes are shared by Seyran Caferri from Azerbaijan, Florian Doru Crihana from Romania, Victor Crudu from Moldavia, Yuri Ochakovsky from Israel, Jamal Rahmati and Ghassem Elami from Iran, and a group of cartoonists from Poland: Jacek Frąckiewicz, Zbigniew Jujka, Józef Jurczyszyn, Sławomir Łuczyński, Rafał Mróz, Adam Polkowski, Grzegorz Szumowski and Ireneusz Parzyszek.

The Honorary prizes by the Castellan of Kozuchów's Castle were awarded to Ahmet Aykant from Turkey,  Athanassios Efthimiadis from Greece, Xiao Qiang Hou from China, Krzysztof Konopelski 

from Poland, Yuriy Kosobukin and Alexey  Kustovky from Ukraine, Josip Kovacevic from Croatia, Marcio Leite from Brasil, Peter Luko from Slovakia and Dechko Nikolov from Bulgaria.

For the first time in the Contest a team prize was awarded and it was given to a group of students from Zespół Szkół Plastycznych in Zielona Góra.

In the year 2006 the Contest was organised together with a recognised Danish company from Cigacice ROCKWOOL POLSKA Sp. z o.o. The subject of this edition was 'Protection against heat and cold”. The patronage of the Contest was taken by the Polish Minister of Culture and National Heritage as well as the President of Lubuskie Voivodship. 

Although the subject was difficult, 337 cartoonists from 45 countries from all over the world delivered 713 works. The winner of this edition was an Italian cartoonist Alessandro Gatto. The 1st prize went to Ahmet Aykanat from Turkey, the 2nd prize was given to Jose Raymundo Costa do Nascimento from Brazil and the 3rd prize went to Muhittin Koroglu from Turkey.

The special prizes were awarded to the following cartoonists: Bernard Bouton from France, Muhittin Koroglu from Turkey, Marina Markevitch from Belarus, Daniel Eduardo Varela 

From Argentina and the following Polish representatives: Henryk Cebula, Jacek Frąckiewicz, Mirosław Hajnos, Zbigniew Juka, MirosławaKuźmia, Mariana Matocha, Witolda Mysyrowicz, Igor Myszkiewicz and Zygmunt Zaradkiewicz.
 The Honorary prizes by the Castellan of Kozuchów's Castle went to Makhmudjon Eshonkulov from Uzbekistan, Ludo Goderis from Belgium, Musa Gumus from Turkey, Mohammad Ali Khalaji from Iran, Paweł Kuczyński from Poland, Houmayoun Mahmoudi from United Kingdom, Delcho Michajlov from Macedonia, Yuri Ochakovsky and Sergey Sichenko from Israel and Igor Smirnov from Russia.
The following 9th edition of the Contest that took place in 2007 brought the subject 'Newspaper' in connection with the 55th anniversary of the foundation of the greatest daily newspaper in our region- GAZETA LUBUSKA.  

The main co-organiser was Gazeta Lubuska itself and its publisher LUBPRESS Company seated in Zielona Góra.

This subject attracted 371 satirists from 50 countries who sent 815 cartoons.

The Grand Prix was awarded to Paweł Kuczyński from Poland. The other statutory prizes were given to Ross Thomson from UK, Jacek Frąckiewicz and Sławomir Łuczyński from Poland. 

The special prizes were shared by: Rumen Dragostinov from Bulgaria, Vladimir Kazanevsky and Yuri Kosobukin from Ukraine, Bretislav Kovarik from the Czech Republic, Tofig Mammedov Mammedaga Oglu from Azerbaijan, Jovan Prokopljeevic from Serbia and Montenegro, Valentin Druzhinin from Russia, Musa Gumus from Turkey, Tony Houbrechts from Belgium, Mohammad Ali Khalaji from Iran, Zbigniew Jujka, Maciej Trzepałka, Jerzy Głuszek, Andrzej Graniak and Józef Jurczyszyn- all of them from Poland.
The Honorary prizes by the Castellan of Kożuchów's Castle went to Bayram Haizadeh from Azerbaijan, Manoj Chopra from India, Mahammad Amin Aghaei, Jalal Pirmarzabad and Bahman Jalali from Iran, Victor Crudu from Moldavia, Igor Myszkiewicz from Poland, Gabriel Rusu from Romania, Mehmed Ali Erol from Turkey and Mykola Dmitruch from Ukraine.

This time two team prizes were awarded to Zespół Szkół Plastycznych in Zielona Góra and Cartoon Club 'GRANBERRY'/'KLYUKVA' from Russia.
The year 2008 is another breakthrough in the Contest. The Contest returns to Zielona Góra and its main  organizer becomes Lubuskie Stowarzyszenie Miłośników Działań Kulturalnych DEBIUT in Zielona Góra (Lubuskie Association of Cultural Activities Supporters 'DEBUT' in Zielona Góra) which hosts the False Mirror Gallery. This kind of move always creates a number of difficulties- however the organizers do not give up and announce the opening of the 10th edition  of the Contest. This time the subject is 'Oil and Gas’. The co organizer and the main sponsor is Polskie Górnictwo Naftowe i Gazownictwo Oddział in Zielona Góra (Polish Oil Production and Gas Industry - branch in Zielona Góra). The President of Zielona Góra together with the President of Lubuskie Voivodship took patronage over the Contest. 182 cartoonists from 40 countries joined the competition sending altogether 411 works. The Grand Prix ( for the second time in the history of the Contest) goes to Allessandro Gatto from Italy. The other three main prizes are awarded to Zygmunt Zaradkiewicz, Witoldowi Mysyrowiczowi from Poland and Marian Avramescu from Romania.
The special prizes are awarded to Shahrokh Heidari from Iran, Dre Mathijs from Belgium, Bretislav Kovarik from The Czech Republic, Rumen Dragostinov from Bulgaria, Ross Thompson from the UK, Oleksiy Kustovkiy from Ukraine, Vladymir Semerenko from Russia, Umit Mufit Dincay 

From Turkey, Jitet Koestana from Indonesia and Grzegorz Szumowski, Maciej Trzepałka, 

Małgorzata Tabaka, Sławomir Łuczyński, Marian Matocha, Mirosław Hajnos 

And Patrycja Pierzchalska (all of them) from Poland.

